
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 14th February 2018 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, 




Gerard Farrell, Joe Flaherty, Colm Murray, 






Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton 




and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.
APOLOGY:


Councillors  -  
Luie McEntire, Peggy Nolan,

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow Barbara Heslin to update the members regarding the sale of the Shopping Centre.

Northern Quarter.

Barbara told the meeting that the Receivers had confirmed to Longford County Council that the sale of the Shopping Centre is now complete and it has been sold to the Omniplex Cinema Group.

The members welcomed this announcement and agreed that the purchase by Omniplex will increase the profile of Longford as a place to invest and do business. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th January 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the O’Brien family, Park Road, Longford on the death of Danny O’Brien. 
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Battery Road, Longford on the death of Ita Farrell. 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 

13th December 2017, as circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Review of Local Electoral Areas – Invitation for Submissions.
B. Heslin referred to correspondence dated 17th January 2018 received from the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees, as circulated.

It was noted that Councillor Gerry Warnock will be making a submission to the Local

Electoral Area Boundary Committee, on behalf of the Longford Municipal District members.
Membership of Joint Policing Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed that Ms. Emma Kiernan, nominee of Longford Public Participation Network, as a representative on behalf of the youth sector, be appointed as a member of Longford Joint Policing Committee (JPC) to replace Aisling Nolan.
Appointment of One Member to The Board of Longford Community Resources Clg.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty, it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Pat O’Toole be appointed a member to the Board of Longford Community Resources clg.  -  to replace Councillor Mick Cahill who resigned on the 12th December 2017.

Report on Independent Legal Advice Regarding Wind Turbines  -        

B. Heslin referred to report on Independent Legal Advice regarding Wind Turbines, as circulated.

Councillor Mark Casey told the meeting that he was awaiting independent advice from the A.I.L.G.  
Date for March Meeting of the Council.
The Cathaoirleach confirmed that the March meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

14th March 2018
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four Public Liability Claims were received during January 2018.
Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.
J. McKeon stated that the closing date for return of Annual Ethics Declaration Forms is Wednesday, 28th February 2018.

Mobile Phone Voice Black Spot Identification Survey.

Daniel Lynch, Head of Information Systems, Christine Collins, Analyst Developer and Margeurite Donohoe, GIS Officer, gave a comprehensive presentation on the Mobile Phone Voice Black Spot Identification Survey.

Christine listed the major routes leading to towns and villages in the county which were surveyed.  The survey confirmed that there is full coverage on the National Primary Routes but there is, collectively between all operators, approximately 21 km of mobile phone voice problem areas. 

Christine stated that the survey highlighted the issues facing operators.  The Council has presented the findings of the survey to each of the mobile phone operators i.e. Eir Mobile, Vodafone and Three and it is anticipated that solutions can be achieved by the service providers to improve coverage in the areas identified in the survey. 
Paddy Mahon and the Cathaoirleach complimented that IT staff for the work carried out on the Mobile Phone Voice Black Spot Identification Survey.
NOAC 2016 Performance Indicators Report.
J. McKeon gave a comprehensive presentation on the NOAC 2016 Performance Indicators Report, as circulated, and highlighted a number of areas where Longford County Council achieved excellent results.
Notice of Motion.

Rates Refund.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -

“Could I get an update on my motion for a 10% rates refund for businesses in our county whose annual payment is under €10,000.”
J. McKeon, Head of Finance stated that, as agreed at the 2018 Budget meeting held on 27th November 2017 , this motion will be taken with consideration to:-

1. The Countywide Revaluation carried out in 2017, which became operational on 1st January 2018.

2. Progress of the Commercial Rates Bill 2017 into legislation.

The Countywide Revaluation 2017 has subsequently been concluded, and apart from appeals not yet decided, clarity on the overall Valuation for Co. Longford is now in place.  

The Proposals to change the legislation following approval of the business case were submitted to, and approved by, the Minister on 11th April 2017.  

Department Officials attended a pre-legislative meeting of a joint Oireachtas committee in mid-November, to determine whether pre-legislative scrutiny is required prior to drafting of legislation. It was decided that pre-legislative scrutiny would not be necessary. 

However, a report on the views and observations of the CCMA on the Commercial Rates Bill 2017 has been requested by the chair of Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning & Local Government, Ms Maria Bailey T.D. This report was due on  31st January 2018.  Drafting of the legislation commenced in early December 2017. The current estimate is that this process could take approximately 4 months. 

John stated that once this legislation is in place, this proposal will be considered, in conjunction with the existing Rates Incentive Scheme, by the Business Incentive Scheme Committee.

GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated 18th January 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing  regarding Income Thresholds for Housing Supports was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
   March 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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